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Dan Becker, head of the Safe Climate Campaign, said automakers are far
from meeting the 1-mile-gallon improvement goal they should have
achieved in 2018. "These regulations should be strengthened to reduce
pollution and save consumers money.
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U.S. record fuel efficiency in 2018
Original text / Yang Jing Time: 2020-03-03 10:57

American cars set a record for fuel efficiency in 2018, driving an average of
25.1 miles per gallon in real driving, and fuel efficiency increased by 0.2
miles per gallon.

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) said that U.S. autos set a
record for fuel efficiency in 2018, driving an average of 25.1 miles per

gallon in real driving and a 0.2 mile increase in fuel efficiency. It is

initially expected to jump to 25.5 miles in 2019.

The EPA and the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration are working to
finalize regulations that will delay Obama-era requirements until the 2026
model year. Officials hope to finalize the new rules by April 1, but are
still working to resolve the remaining issues.

The report also showed that Fiat Chrysler Automobiles purchased a large
number of auto emission credits, while Tesla, Honda and Toyota sold these
credits. In addition, Daimler, Volkswagen and BMW also bought credits.

Of the 13 largest automakers, only Volkswagen and Hyundai's average fuel
economy declined in 2018 as they sold more SUVs and fewer cars.

Dan Becker, head of the Safe Climate Campaign, said automakers are far from
meeting the l-mile-gallon improvement goal they should have achieved in 2018.
"These regulations should be strengthened to reduce pollution and save
consumers money.

EPA Director Andrew Wheeler pointed out that the small annual increase proves
that Obama-era requirements are "infeasible".

An organization representing almost all major automakers said the report
"shows market challenges that exist" and noted that most automakers need to
rely on credit to meet 2018 requirements.

The Trump administration proposed in August 2018 to freeze fuel efficiency
standards from 2020 to 2026, erasing the increase in standards promulgated in
2012. But Senator Tom Carper said in January that a draft proposal currently
being finalized would increase the stringency of U.S. auto emissions
standards from 2021 to 2026 models by 1.5% per year.
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Carper said that by 2030, the draft will bring the average fuel efficiency of
the fleet to 40.5 miles per gallon. The U.S. government's 2018 proposal has
an average fuel efficiency of 37 mpg by 2026, compared to 46.7 mpg according
to Obama regulations.

The U.S. government argues that spending cuts are necessary for economic and
security reasons, but California and environmentalists have objected, saying
consumers will spend hundreds of billions more on fuel costs.

An analysis report released by the EPA science advisory board on Monday found
that the rollback plan proposed by the Trump administration "has significant
flaws in scientific analysis", and predicting price increases will lead to
"the overall size of the automotive industry "Unreasonable results", which
will cause cars to "grow significantly under what is normally expected to
shrink"

The EPA said the government will respond to all comments when it is finalized
that “analysis supporting the final rulemaking will be made public”.



