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Trump Admin to Officially Revoke California’s Waiver to Set
Stricter Emissions Standards

By Olivia Rosane

Sep. 18, 2019

In its latest move to undermine action on the climate crisis, the Trump administration will formally
rescind California's waiver to set stricter auto emissions standards under the Clean Air Act.

Revoking California's waiver is part of a broader effort to roll back Obama-era fuel efficiency standards
for cars and light trucks. In a draft proposal released in August of 2018, the administration had promised
to replace the Obama-era requirement that cars average 54.5 miles per gallon by 2025 with a much less
ambitious target of around 37 miles per gallon. It also said it would revoke California's ability to set its
own standards, so that automakers would not have to build for two national markets.

But the reduced standards, which would allow nearly six billion tons of carbon dioxide pollution to enter
the atmosphere, have been delayed as staff work to justify them scientifically, legally and

technically, The New York Times explained. So the administration decided to move forward with
revoking California's waiver.

"Trump has married his administration-wide hostility to the environment to his personal vendetta
against California," Safe Climate Campaign Director Dan Becker told The New York Times.

President Trump’s attack on California and other states threatens to make America polluted again. It rejects cleaner, less-
polluting vehicles in favor of pollution-spewing Trump-mobiles for urban cowboys hauling lattes home from Starbucks.
#cleanercarshttp://ow.ly/YkUA50wdQVr

The move is likely to set off a legal battle that could go all the way to the Supreme Court. Part of the
reason that the administration moved forward with revoking the waiver is so that it would have a
chance to defend the decision in the nation's highest court before a potential election loss in 2020. The
New York Times explained the stakes of that potential fight:
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Legal experts said that if Mr. Trump's move was ultimately held up by the Supreme Court, it could
permanently block states from regulating vehicle greenhouse gas pollution. If it was rejected by the
Supreme Court, it would allow states to set separate tailpipe pollution standards from those set by the
federal government.

The outcome could split the United States auto market, with some states adhering to stricter pollution
standards than others. For automakers, that would be a nightmare.
Thirteen states, representing one third of the U.S. auto market, currently follow California's standards.

For its part, California intends to fight.

"While the White House has abdicated its responsibility to the rest of the world on cutting emissions
and fighting global warming, California has stepped up," Gov. Gavin Newsom told The Washington Post.
"It's a move that could have devastating consequences for our kids' health and the air we breathe, if

California were to roll over. But we will not."

Hi, @realDonaldTrump. Let me break it down in simple terms for you...

Reducing emissions:

-Protects our air & health

-Is good for the economy

-Allows families to pay less at the pump

We’'re here in the 21st century. Let us know when you decide to join us. https://www.nytimes.com/2019/09/17/climate/trump-
california-emissions-waiver.html ...

The administration was scheduled to announce the new policy Wednesday, but delayed the
announcement by at least one day after the news broke Tuesday, The Washington Post reported.

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) administrator Andrew Wheeler gave some sense of what
was in store during a speech at the National Automobile Dealers Association on Tuesday.

"In the very near future, the Trump administration will begin taking the steps necessary to establish one
set of national fuel-economy standards," Wheeler said, as POLITICO reported. "We embrace federalism

and the role of the states, but federalism does not mean that one state can dictate standards for the
nation," Wheeler continued.

The revoked waiver was also partly retaliation for a deal California struck with four automakers this
summer. Ford, Honda, Volkswagen and BMW of North America agreed to emissions standards of 51
miles per gallon by 2026. The EPA and Transport Department criticized the move, and the Justice
Department launched an anti-trust investigation into the deal, POLITICO reported.

"It's clear that the president felt very strongly about this," Thomas J. Pyle, president of pro-fossil fuel
think tank the Institute for Energy Research, told The New York Times. "The actions of California and the
other auto companies probably firmed up or hardened the president's resolve on this issue, so here we

go.

But environmental experts pointed out that the battle between California and the Trump administration
could have global consequences.
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Obama-era EPA air official Janet McCabe told POLITICO that climate change "is a 'y'all come' situation,
where we need all the reasonable programs that we can get in place. And this is one of the most
reasonable and impactful across the board," she said.
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