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By 2025: "Our economy will go further on a
barrel of oil"

by Cassandra Profita (/contributor/cassandra-profita/) Ecotrope | July 29, 2011 5:28 a.m. | Updated: Feb. 19, 2013 1:36 p.m.

This morning, President Obama announced a new fuel economy standard targeting 55
miles per gallon for all new cars by 2025. The current standard is 277 miles per gallon.
As The New York Times reports
(http://www.nytimes.com/2011/07/29/business/carmakers-back-strict-new-rules-
for-gas-mileage.html?_r=1&nl=todaysheadlines&emc=tha2), it’s the largest increase
in the standard since the government started regulating gasoline consumption in cars
in 1970. As Obama says in the Associated Press clips above, the standards promise a


http://www.opb.org/news/topic/transportation/
http://www.opb.org/news/blog/ecotrope/
http://www.opb.org/contributor/cassandra-profita/
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/07/29/business/carmakers-back-strict-new-rules-for-gas-mileage.html?_r=1&nl=todaysheadlines&emc=tha2
http://www.opb.org/
https://secure.opb.org/support/contribute/
http://www.opb.org/news/blog/ecotrope/by-2025-our-economy-will-go-further-on-a-barrel-of-oil/#

day when we can fill up less often, save money on fuel and reduce the country’s

dependence on foreign oil because: “Just as cars will go further on a gallon of gas our
economy will go further on a barrel of oil.”

And, as Times reports, major U.S. carmakers are supporting the new rules, which
makes climate watchdog groups happy:

It is an extraordinary shift in the relationship between the
companies and Washington. But a lot has happened in the last
four years, notably the $80 billion federal bailout of General
Motors, Chrysler and scores of their suppliers, which removed

any itch for a politically charged battle from the carmakers.

And the auto companies have gotten a lot better at building
popular small cars that are fuel efficient — thanks to gas-
electric hybrids and advances in battery technology — and
consumers are responding. Six of the 10 best-selling vehicles in
America are small or midsize cars, and one of the most popular
pickup models on the market is a Ford F-Series with a high-

mileage, six-cylinder engine.

Still, the industry’s meek acceptance of what are considered
extremely challenging fuel-economy goals is a marked retreat
from years past, when the companies argued that consumers
would not be willing to pay for the technology needed to meet

higher mileage requirements.



“The auto companies’ level of vitriol and rhetoric has changed,”
said Dan Becker, director of the Safe Climate Campaign, a
group that works to mitigate global warming. “We welcome all

epiphanies.”
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EarthFix is a public media partnership of Oregon Public Broadcasting, Idaho Public Television, KCTS9 Seattle, KUOW Puget
Sound Public Radio, Northwest Public Radio and Television, Jefferson Public Radio, KLCC and the Corporation for Public
Broadcasting.


http://www.opb.org/artsandlife/article/portland-troy-launry-building-studio-co-op-sale/
http://www.opb.org/artsandlife/article/portland-troy-launry-building-studio-co-op-sale/

THANKS TO OUR SPONSORS:
become a sponsor (/support/partners/)

PORTLAND OPERA

meltallan(rirl
N &=l GIERC

July 22, 24m, 27, 29 & 31m;
August 4 & 6 / NEWMARK THEATRE

Recent Posts

Follow Me Over To The EarthFix Site (/news/blog/ecotrope/follow-me-over-to-the-earthfix-site/)

Underwater Camera Films Fish Habitat Off Oregon's Coast (/news/blog/ecotrope/underwater-
camera-films-fish-habitat-off-oregons-coast/)

- -

(/news/blog/ecotrope/underwater-
camera-

films-fish-

habitat-

off-

oregons-

coast/)

Bandon Residents "Held Hostage In Their Homes" By Mosquitoes (/news/blog/ecotrope/bandon-
:"m— residents-held-hostage-in-their-hnomes-by-mosquitoes/)

| =

(/news/blog/ecotrope/bandon-
residents-

held-

hostage-

in-their-

homes-

by-

mosquitoes/)

- Q&A: Is Climate Change Making Us Sick? (/news/blog/ecotrope/is-climate-change-making-us-
sick/)


http://www.opb.org/support/partners/
http://www.opb.org/news/blog/ecotrope/follow-me-over-to-the-earthfix-site/
http://www.opb.org/news/blog/ecotrope/underwater-camera-films-fish-habitat-off-oregons-coast/
http://www.opb.org/news/blog/ecotrope/underwater-camera-films-fish-habitat-off-oregons-coast/
http://www.opb.org/news/blog/ecotrope/bandon-residents-held-hostage-in-their-homes-by-mosquitoes/
http://www.opb.org/news/blog/ecotrope/bandon-residents-held-hostage-in-their-homes-by-mosquitoes/
http://www.opb.org/news/blog/ecotrope/is-climate-change-making-us-sick/
http://www.opb.org/news/blog/ecotrope/is-climate-change-making-us-sick/
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsvR8K0Q8k1Lkm-xs5rCpEOkFrNJHeK1FRpOie6iIyuSTDL2Rx4-jJgZAE7u-pzrvRDt4iGjkSUbOIRkQEgdu9d7nqdEtqB-CVAcsQr6BITNKAsEvyzlWeZaLnCI1lA-xAMi7P6zK8GFDlPVY8dPRfcmvUQzKwUbaB-ghSM6UJ8yB14kWvwSEehG_Gw&sai=AMfl-YRJaS36leMwsUveMsc5CXcaf-WxsXwD9tVX0fBY9IKcIOG7OtgcF4jRmsLiULvLgX1XId4sMBcUjg&sig=Cg0ArKJSzEWEgSkU5HJQ&adurl=http://www.portlandopera.org/production/the-italian-girl-in-algiers/

(/news/blog/ecotropelis-
climate-
change-
making-
us-sick/)

Ecotrope Is Merging With EarthFix (/news/blog/ecotrope/ecotrope-is-merging-with-earthfix/)

Oregon Zoo Polar Bears Help Climate Change Researchers (/news/blog/ecotrope/oregon-zoo-
polar-bears-help-climate-change-researchers/)

(/news/blog/ecotrope/oregon-
zoo-polar-

bears-

help-

climate-

change-

researchers/)

Browse Archives by Date

Select Month

THANKS TO OUR SPONSORS

Gentle”? Dental

Healthy Smiles
Made Easy!

1-855-7-GENTLE

THEHEALTHCARE MBA

www.TheHealthcareMBA.org


http://www.opb.org/news/blog/ecotrope/is-climate-change-making-us-sick/
http://www.opb.org/news/blog/ecotrope/ecotrope-is-merging-with-earthfix/
http://www.opb.org/news/blog/ecotrope/oregon-zoo-polar-bears-help-climate-change-researchers/
http://www.opb.org/news/blog/ecotrope/oregon-zoo-polar-bears-help-climate-change-researchers/
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsv0d97rSkGlw6voXDwWsEpGhVHWSJkM8ke0heHoHOYBNrW0z31Q43Fa9kKoHmbxJz78KCoiX4fPqNYnxS2JhiCpN9nFuekeBjK26-Iz1pbf7kbUponRojKeFIWtD1FSeReSKOcFYyhSV-IevWhdYjNmeXt2quAbKH3gUZ1U3wKhCu1ANNFwBZeTStjg7A&sai=AMfl-YQ1LytLy_JXwtELf0QbbeZy7ByRgsV-m236CXczWJKW_gBBCU9kV17cOTzeljYkn_9Kraj2gXI8-A&sig=Cg0ArKJSzDphzEQ-xgRv&adurl=http://www.gentledentalportland.com/
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjstfK5UlC2e2r2_YEPAluWm0qtQxKYaufRkU4sGUpG4Jvwyt6G9JivQTUFO9pOPLXzm3KoZkQi6Yp1etOLWfud8ht6_6vtYz-oW8u3bceK727CHn9ICbcN6mjiy_ETJL6-Jutxgv5fanTZp9DEbHPrX9D39dKB8vcP6xkbqunUJ1_9rW4G2Q8H-JHK7o8A&sai=AMfl-YSeWe-Z9-tJJmxvWJknCIya3oVVad78cU7ePHPZzbw-Y0Reb4VXxT-1Ng-fFhIaN4LnECG85SY-rQ&sig=Cg0ArKJSzHWh0ukYIzAY&adurl=http://www.thehealthcaremba.org/

become a sponsor (/support/partners/)

About (/about/)

FAQs (/about/fag/member/)
Employment (/about/careers/)
Volunteering (/about/volunteering/)
Internships (/about/internships/)
Producing for OPB (/about/produce/)
Accessibility (/about/accessibility/)
Hire OPB (/about/services/)
Pressroom (/pressroom/)

OPB Pubilic Files (/about/#moreinfo)

Contact (/about/contactus/)

Email OPB (/about/contactus/)

Newsroom (/about/contactus/newsroom/)

Connect (/about/connect/)

Facebook (http://www.facebook.com/oregonpublicbroadcasting?_fb_noscript=1)
Twitter (http://twitter.com/opb)

Reception Issues (/about/contactus/reception/)

Mobile (/about/connect/apps/)
Podcasts (/ondemand/#podcasts)
Mobile Apps (/about/connect/apps/)
Newsletters (/about/newsletter/)
RSS Feeds (/about/rssfeeds/)

Support (/support/)

Contribute (https://secure.opb.org/support/contribute/)
Business Partners (/support/partners/)

Leadership Giving (/support/membership/leadership/)
Planned Giving (/support/plannedgiving/)

Vehicle Donations (/support/vehicledonation/)
Volunteering (/about/volunteering/)

Shop (http://www.pntrac.com/t/2-26430-54246-51107)

Shop (http://www.pntrac.com/t/2-26430-54246-51107)

Legal (/about/termsofuse/)

Privacy Policy (/about/privacypolicy/)
Terms of Use (/about/termsofuse/)
Editorial Policy (/about/editorialpolicy/)
Contest Rules (/support/drawing/)

FCC Public Files (https://stations.fcc.gov/station-profile/kopb-tv)
KOPB-TV (https://stations.fcc.gov/station-profile/kopb-tv)
KOAB-TV (https://stations.fcc.gov/station-profile/koab-tv)


http://www.opb.org/support/partners/
http://www.opb.org/about/
http://www.opb.org/about/faq/member/
http://www.opb.org/about/careers/
http://www.opb.org/about/volunteering/
http://www.opb.org/about/internships/
http://www.opb.org/about/produce/
http://www.opb.org/about/accessibility/
http://www.opb.org/about/services/
http://www.opb.org/pressroom/
http://www.opb.org/about/#moreinfo
http://www.opb.org/about/contactus/
http://www.opb.org/about/contactus/
http://www.opb.org/about/contactus/newsroom/
http://www.opb.org/about/connect/
http://www.facebook.com/oregonpublicbroadcasting?_fb_noscript=1
http://twitter.com/opb
http://www.opb.org/about/contactus/reception/
http://www.opb.org/about/connect/apps/
http://www.opb.org/ondemand/#podcasts
http://www.opb.org/about/connect/apps/
http://www.opb.org/about/newsletter/
http://www.opb.org/about/rssfeeds/
http://www.opb.org/support/
https://secure.opb.org/support/contribute/
http://www.opb.org/support/partners/
http://www.opb.org/support/membership/leadership/
http://www.opb.org/support/plannedgiving/
http://www.opb.org/support/vehicledonation/
http://www.opb.org/about/volunteering/
http://www.pntrac.com/t/2-26430-54246-51107
http://www.pntrac.com/t/2-26430-54246-51107
http://www.opb.org/about/termsofuse/
http://www.opb.org/about/privacypolicy/
http://www.opb.org/about/termsofuse/
http://www.opb.org/about/editorialpolicy/
http://www.opb.org/support/drawing/
https://stations.fcc.gov/station-profile/kopb-tv
https://stations.fcc.gov/station-profile/kopb-tv
https://stations.fcc.gov/station-profile/koab-tv

KOAC-TV (https://stations.fcc.gov/station-profile/koac-tv)
KEPB-TV (https://stations.fcc.gov/station-profile/kepb-tv)
KTVR (https://stations.fcc.gov/station-profile/ktvr)

* (http://www.pbs.org/?station=KOPB) np (http://www.npr.org/stations/force/force_localization.php?
station=KOPB_FM&url=http://www.npr.org/) & (http://www.pri.org/) ~EVEE WORLD SERVICE (it //www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice)

O Ui Weou- (http://americanpublicmedia.publicradio.org/)

© 2016, Oregon Public Broadcasting (/)


https://stations.fcc.gov/station-profile/koac-tv
https://stations.fcc.gov/station-profile/kepb-tv
https://stations.fcc.gov/station-profile/ktvr
http://www.pbs.org/?station=KOPB
http://www.npr.org/stations/force/force_localization.php?station=KOPB_FM&url=http://www.npr.org/
http://www.pri.org/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice
http://americanpublicmedia.publicradio.org/
http://www.opb.org/

