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WASHINGTON -- Consumers shopping for new cars would be able to compare fuel economy and emissions levels
with the U.S. fleet average by looking at labels on window stickers under a federal proposal made today.

The Obama administration is carrying out a 2007 law that requires labels to put new vehicles in fleetwide context for
fuel economy, greenhouse gases and smog-forming pollutants.

The comparison must cover electric vehicles, plug-in hybrids and conventional gasoline and diesel vehicles.

One part of the administration proposal would give each vehicle a bold letter grade from A+ to D for its fuel economy
and greenhouse gases in comparison with the rest of the U.S. fleet.

The auto industry opposes this approach while many environmental groups support it.

Current labels have just a mile-per-gallon figure for the vehicle without any pollution ratings. Comparisons also are
limited to the class of vehicle rather than the entire U.S. fleet. An SUV, for example, is compared just to other SUVs.

“We want to help buyers find vehicles that meet their needs, keep the air clean and save them money at the pump,”
EPA Administrator Lisa Jackson said in a statement.

The EPA and U.S. Department of Transportation said they want to have the new labels in place for as many 2012
model cars and trucks as possible.

The proposed changes constitute the most significant overhaul of the fuel-economy label since its inception more
than 30 years ago as automakers plan to introduce more fuel-efficient vehicles, the agencies said.

Advanced-technology vehicles

The administration today also proposed different labels for advanced technology vehicles -- including plug-in
hybrids and electric vehicles -- that are soon to be mass-marketed.

. ..~

The administration proposed two labeling approaches for vehicles.

One approach would feature a letter grade. The label also would estimate the vehicle's fuel-cost savings over five
years compared with the fleet average.

The second proposal would keep the current label's focus on fuel economy and annual fuel-cost projections. Sliding-
bar graphs underneath would compare the vehicle's fuel economy and tailpipe emissions with the fleet average.

The auto-industry lobby opposes letter grades, while a number of environmental groups favor it.

“Automakers support providing our customers with meaningful information for decision-making on vehicles that
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meet their particular needs, but the proposed letter grade falls short because it is imbued with school-yard memories
of passing and failing,” said Dave McCurdy, CEO of the Auto Alliance.

The lobby represents Toyota, General Motors, Ford and eight other domestic and foreign manufacturers.
EVs would get an A+

Under the grading system, 17 of the 2,011 models in the current fleet would receive an A or above, said Gina
McCarthy, an EPA assistant administrator.

Electric vehicles would get an A+, plug-in hybrids would get an A, and the “very best” hybrids -- such as Ford
Fusions, the Honda Civic and the Toyota Prius -- would get an A-, she said.

A total of 14 vehicles in the current fleet would receive a D or D+. These include high-performance vehicles such as a
Ferrari 612, McCarthy said.

The median grade would be a B-, she said.

Luke Tonachel, a vehicle analyst for the Natural Resources Defense Council in New York, said: “A bold letter grade
would simplify the process of finding the cleanest, most efficient vehicles.”

McCarthy said it is possible the final rule will contain a blend of the two proposed approaches.
Misleading information?

Environmental groups expressed dismay that the proposed labels would not factor in pollution caused by electric
vehicles' use of power plants for recharging.

This pollution is particularly acute in Midwestern and Eastern states, where generating facilities rely heavily on coal,
environmental advocates said.

I
I
I
b
Advertisement
Advertisement
Advertisement
Advertisement
Related Downloads
g~ Label designs

{L’L“
Contact Automotive News
Tags: Environmental Issues Government Litigation and Regulations EPA EPA mileage ratings Regulation Barack

http://www.autonews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article? AID=/20100830/0EM05/100839992/1186#ixzz1740WWh6Z 3/7



6/27/2016 U.S. proposes new labels for fuel economy, emissions
Obama Green cars Hybrid Plug-in Hybrid
(6]

Shares

fly

MALAYSIA

WHY THE NEW ERA OF AUTO
INDUSTRY COLLABORATION
CREATES RISKS

http://www.autonews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article? AID=/20100830/OEM05/100839992/1186#ixzz174OWWh6Z 4/7



6/27/2016

ARE SHIFTERS GETTING TOO
COMPLICATED?

FORD ESCAPE STARS IN NEW
SERIES ON VERIZON VIDEO
PLATFORM

SUPPLIER PLANNING HITS THE
BRAKES

MERCEDES EXECS TO SAMPLE
RETAIL EXPERIENCE

#

Il i

CARNARKRER OIARES IN JVO

7y

V MANDATES GET HARDER TO
IGNORE




6/27/2016 U.S. proposes new labels for fuel economy, emissions

0 Comments Automotive News ﬂ Login
¥ Recommend [# Share Sort by Newest
C N

Be the first to comment.

SUBSCRIBE TO AUTOMOTIVE NEWS

Our in-depth authoritative automotive coverage and degree of access from the boardroom to the showroom makes Automotive News
unrivaled in the industry. Chances are, if you're not subscribed to Automotive News, you're missing information that's vital to your
business.

GET FREE NEWSLETTERS

Sign up today to get the best of Automotive News delivered straight to your email inbox, free of charge. Choose your news - we'll
deliver.

GET FREE NEWSLETTERS

NEWS BY BRAND >

DEALERS >

http://www.autonews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article? AID=/20100830/OEM05/100839992/1186#ixzz174OWWh6Z 6/7



6/27/2016 U.S. proposes new labels for fuel economy, emissions

OEM/SUPPLIERS >
VIDEO >
PHOTO GALLERIES >
OPINION >
READER SERVICES >
OTHER >

SUBSCRIEBERS: CLICK

FOR THIS WEEK'S
DIGITAL EDITION

CONNECT WITH AUTOMOTIVE NEWS

000

PRIVACY STATEMENT
TERMS AND CONDITIONS
CONTACT US

RN R [ S

http://www.autonews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article? AID=/20100830/0EM05/100839992/1186#ixzz1740WWh6Z 77



