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Besides the Prius, most fuel-efficient cars exist in small numbers.
The auto companies have a serious case of Prius (http://www.brownstoyota.com/toyota-prius-specialoffers.htm) envy. Just look at how they seek to sell their cars.
They tout "efficient" models, making "best in class" claims, shouting "ecoconscious" and how gently they treat
the environment. You'd think all they were selling was the Prius. Unfortunately, when it comes to fuel efficiency
(http://fueleconomy.gov/) and emissions, few come close to the Toyota hybrid
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(http://www.fueleconomy.gov/feg/best-worst.shtml).
As 2014 models arrive in showrooms, the integrity of the car makers' pitch is about more than truth in

advertising or savings at the pump. It goes to the heart of the Obama administration's program (http://www.whitehouse.gov/the-pressoffice/2012/08/28/obama-administration-finalizes-historic-545-mpg-fuel-efficiency-standard) to fight global warming.
Under the plan's 54.5 miles per gallon standard (http://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2012/08/28/obama-administration-finalizes-historic-545-mpgfuel-efficiency-standard), the fleet of new cars sold in the United States in 2025 is slated to nearly double gas mileage and halve carbon dioxide
emissions, the major cause of climate change. Despite loopholes (http://www.epa.gov/otaq/climate/documents/420f12051.pdf) that, for example, allow
the companies to make no improvements in the biggest pickup trucks' mileage through 2021, the rules are already cutting oil use and global warming
pollution.
The auto industry's adherence to the rules is crucial: The less we guzzle, the less we pollute. The industry must also make cars that live up to its claims.
When the claims are inflated, the federal government must step in, forcing the companies to stop misleading consumers.
How do they mislead us?
They tout highway mileage. Chevrolet's 2013 Impala delivers 18 mpg (http://www.fueleconomy.gov/feg/PowerSearch.do?
action=noform&path=1&year1=2013&year2=2013&make=Chevrolet&model=Impala&srchtyp=ymm) in the city and 22 mpg
(http://www.fueleconomy.gov/feg/PowerSearch.do?
action=noform&path=1&year1=2013&year2=2013&make=Chevrolet&model=Impala&srchtyp=ymm) in combined city-highway driving. But
Chevy promoted the 30 mpg highway rating (http://www.fueleconomy.gov/feg/PowerSearch.do?
action=noform&path=1&year1=2013&year2=2013&make=Chevrolet&model=Impala&srchtyp=ymm) that only one version of the vehicle
achieved. Surprise! It bears little relationship to the mileage drivers actually get. For years, the Environmental Protection Agency has
maintained loophole-riddled test procedures that they know allow automakers to cheat. It is time the agency fixed the flaws in its tests.
They apply imaginative language to mileage claims. Ford says its 2014 Taurus delivers "impressive fuel economy
(http://www.ford.com/green/fuel-efficiency/)." But with city-highway ratings no better than 23 mpg, five of six versions
(http://www.fueleconomy.gov/feg/bymodel/2014_Ford_Taurus.shtml) fail to meet the government's fuel economy target for cars of that size.
We're not impressed.
They play down crucial facts. Chevrolet touts the 38 mpg highway rating of its 2013 Spark. But the Spark only hits that mark in a manual
transmission model (http://autos.aol.com/cars-Chevrolet-Spark-2013-LS_Manual__4dr_Hatchback/overview/). Just 6.5% of new cars sold
here (http://content.usatoday.com/communities/driveon/post/2012/04/stick-shift-manual-transmission-ford-focus-surprise-more-interest------/1#.Uh43uJKsjPY) use manual transmissions.
Other than the Prius — 2012's top-selling car in California (/story/driveon/2013/01/22/toyota-prius-honda-civic-california/1856721/) — most clean vehicles
the companies push are built in minuscule numbers. During this year's first eight-and-a-half months, Chevrolet built about 20,000 plug-in electric-gas
Volts and Nissan not quite 15,000 all-electric Leafs, Automotive News reports.
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Their production pales compared with General Motors' gas-guzzling pickups: Nearly 511,000 Silverados and Sierras
(http://www.fueleconomy.gov/Feg/bymodel/2013_GMC_Sierra.shtml), to name just two, from January through mid-August. Their best mileage? Merely 21
mpg in combined city-highway driving (http://www.fueleconomy.gov/feg/Find.do?action=sbs&id=32626) — and that is for their rare hybrid versions.
The success of Obama's green program depends on how closely the auto industry sticks to the spirit, as well as the letter, of the rules it negotiated with
the administration.
The car makers need to act responsibly, making efficient vehicles that slash oil use and global warming pollution while cutting costs at the pump. That's
how they can pay back the American people for the $82 billion bailout (http://content.usatoday.com/communities/driveon/post/2011/12/gm-generalmotors-chrysler-auto-bailout-loss-obama/1#.UhaISdK1GuI) that saved their tailpipes.
The Federal Trade Commission is responsible for making sure that consumers aren't bamboozled by false advertising. The government must enforce the
strong clean-car and truth-in-advertising rules.
If government and industry each does its job, consumers won't drive off dealers' lots in what they think are gas-sippers, only to guzzle and pollute.
Dan Becker directs the Safe Climate Campaign (http://www.safeclimatecampaign.org/), where James Gerstenzang, a former environmental reporter for
the Los Angeles Times, is the editorial director.
In addition to its own editorials, USA TODAY publishes diverse opinions from outside writers, including our Board of Contributors (/reporters/boc.html) . To
read more columns like this, go to theopinion front page (/opinion/) or follow us on Twitter @USATopinion (https://twitter.com/USATOpinion) or Facebook
(https://www.facebook.com/usatodayopinion).
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